Collagen tube repair of the mandibular nerve: a preliminary investigation in the rat.
A technique for repair of the inferior alveolar nerve of the rat involving a collagen tube conduit with laminin gel lining was compared with unguided regeneration in both large and small nerve gaps. No significant morphologic differences were noted between the groups with small defects. With large defects, however, only the tubular repairs were effective in restoring neural continuity. The implications of the results of this study are discussed.